12 MINUTES OF EVIDENCE TAKEN BEFORE THE

WEDNESDAY, 10 DECEMBER, 1856.
Present s

Mr COWPER, Mr. MACARTHUR,
Mr. IRVING, Mg. PARKES.

HENRY PARKES, EsQUIRE, IN THE CHAIR.
3. Thompson, Jolm Thompson, Kisq., Deputy Surveyor General, called in and examined.
& L By the Chairman: This Committee has heen appointed to consider the subject of com-

5 o3, munication in the Australian Colonies by Bleotric Telegraph, more particularly in refrence
 to the steps taken already in constructing that means of communication in Victoria, The
inquiry hitherto has been confined exclusively to the advisability of Lulmt.chng S_)dnc‘\, with
onc o moro omoto piuts of our own Colony, and wih the Colony of Vistoria, with a iew
0 a complet, m of communication with the Colonies of South Australia md l‘asnuma
Felteresthis Rt W Seopiol yous attenion for some yours past ! Tt s,

2. Tn a moro enlarged degroe,—you in the ultimate conuexion of Europe with
{ho{Aateatinn GBI RISy means OF tho Flsotrie Tele egraph ? Ve,

3. Will you have mc Kindness to state to the Committee your opinions, in the first place, as
to the ddsirab at once cmm“cnng au Blostric Telograph 20 5 fo uuito this Colony
with Victoria, nnd bring it within the communication intended to unite the three
Colonies of Victoria, T:wmmna, and Soutl\ Ams(nlm ? T think there can be no doubt of the
advisability of that.

4 Supposing wo havo docunonts befone s, und evidonco given by witncsses in this. xoom,
that the three Colonies of Victoria, Tasmania, and Sout alia, will be united within a
short tino i all probabiliy by s meass sndistbe s Now ovi WAIe ol i v
Toft out of the syste AL o iloni) s i GpE VSRS Teing 50
omitted ? T should think so; decidedly.

5. You have not thought particularly on that branch of the iubjech’ Noj T have not given
my attention p:u‘hell\ally to the comm\\mcauun hecween the Coloni

Tt appears to you sclfevident, that if the other Colonics were umted by this means of
improved communication, it would become nbsolumy neeessary for us to be taken into the
system, or clse we should be serious sufferers? Certainly. ILlunk'lc]c_gnpluc communication
betweon Sydney aud Melbourne s indispensable and of he first importance.

7. Will you have the kindness to stateconncetedly what your vieys are ahout constructing
an Bleotrio elegraph by, way of tho Gulf of Carpentaria, T Jliore 20 88 o unife theso
Colonies with Europe ? ~In the first place, I think it proper to observe, that we ought to
take Brishane into co\\sldemcmn in our colonial arrangements, so that ﬂu northern part of
the Colony may have the advantage of communication with South Australia and Victoria too.
8. Are you of opinion that that is immediately neeessary ? It appears to me to be as
necessary as the communication with rmun. Australia.

9. That would be ca ut, not by any cf of our own, but by the Government of Victoria
and South Australia- we become mnited \\Rh Victoria we also become united with South.
Australia, without any effort of our own? Yes, so L understand ; the only outlay at present
yill o o tho i otween Sydney and Albury.

Do i not ocou fo you that tho constration of a ine of Telsgrapbic emmunietion
i the capital of the new northern Colony might be deferred as a o y consideration
antil our communication is established with more demew popuhtcd communities 7 U
doubtodly, but T do ot thivk it should be entirely lost sight of.

Will you state your views with regard to S e s i T st

Burope 7~ Tho Committeo will perhaps be aware that thero is o Company established in
England which is ealled “ The Mcditerranean Blectrie Telegraph Company from London to
Bombay, and from thence vid Caleutta to Australia,” with a view to the extension of that
means of communication to Australia, and that they purpose carrying the line to s)aney_
Tt appeared to me that, with that knowledge, the Comnutf.ec could not overlook ¢
cumstance, that in a few years we should be able to have clectric communication mth
Tondon, and that we might n\n'selves facilitate tl\e establishment of tha#t means of commu-
nication. Tor instance, the East India Company propose to give £30,000 per annum for the
uso of the Telegraph, and France and Sardinia have cach guaranteed five per cont. on the
outlay for Hhat portion of tho ino which prsses through e respoctive torvitoios; and it
would be possible, I think, for the four Colonics, namely, New South Wales, Victoria,
Tasmania, and South Australia, to do so likewise, or, by united effort, to carry the Blectric
Telograph to Port Essington, so soon as the progress in India has brought the line as far as
Singapore.

e oy i oo mmeetion o Wb Ahvsisalibn Oolonion s fo mest the
communication over India, at Singapore, by the time the line is completed to that place ?
Yes, just s0; but there must be some concert between the Company and between the Indian
(‘vvcmmenc and this Colony, if we should wm\nc\)ec before their line is completed to
Singapore. The Duich Government having possession of Java, and_Batavin heing o very
considerable town, they would, no doubt, assist in cm-rymg on the Tine from Singapore fo
Batavia,

13. What is the route you propose? The route I propose is a direct overland Jine from Port
Tssington. The Company propose a sub-marine line by way of Borneo and Celebes to Port

lssington, and thence :vmms the Gulf of Carpentaria and thc York Peninsula.and down our
east coast to Sydney ; but T am of opinion that a sub-marine line when you can have an

Cverlind one wonld e TeRoBaonabls A ateinE Rapponiiy s S irias RIS SR
cable could not be easily repaired, and would probably stop the communication for months,
which would be very and when constant ‘had once
beon cstablished. it

10 Dec,, 1
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ns of it, atall events? That of coursé is ,_&_,
s tesogteis i prekorblatp: tie subiafins 15 Do, 1050
hey have already, 1 believe, abandoned the idea

14 By TI.' Mucarih

eticable to mnaintain a line of Te
I i

be sottled,
matter ('m consideration; but T ( ink v
o Company propose,  In fact
ub-marine arrongement in Asia. Thoy kad some 3
m Suez down the Red Sea to Aden '\ul al ong the shores of Arabia and ]chm to
an y; but now they think of contin: » wrongh Asio
Minor sad dowa tho valley of tho Enphrates; and so to Kurtaches, whero it would amest the
India i,

Looking at the settl
ve‘y xeoant period, do yor
uonhw this

tent of the country bebween Moreton Bay and Sydney within a
probability that the ‘country to the
of € , or even Port Hssington,
within o moderate period, also be sottled? Thoro can bo vory littlo doubt about that,
Sad e ablishiucheot e 1 raph would go far towavds the opening of tho.
countey m sueh setiloment
16. AS far as we ! oty w f
et ey e e
to grazing purposes? Vo
17, Tlm th

Lest northern scttloments at

aking, well adapted

10 is a great oxtent of grazing country? Yes, there is a great cxtent, of fine

i m\mmx ious and companatively temperate climate?  Yes considering tho latitule,
a6 3¢ 1o 3 table Tand of considirabloklavhBion . Yass bus that triot of
1d hu far removed from the line of Telegraph to Port Fssmvmx
. man: T do not think you have yet indicated the particular points that you
ould connect in a line of communication by Singapore? It would bo by the East Indian
slands
Will you indicate the partioular localities, if you bave so far matured your views? From
Singapore the Jine will cross to Sumatea, by a small estont of sub-wmarine wire; following
atra it would then cross to Java-
Tive you ascertained tho distances? No not exact
23, Whers would you propose that the line should cross to Java from Sumatra? They are
So-yery mEaiGash otk ok oy bvanty. miles o' piry St T snareely ougLt it worth
while to consider that point.
24. There is o particular point of the Straits of Sunda where you would eross? Noj T
id not look o that at all.  The line would. then go to Batavia, and follow the line of the
islnds,tho prneipel ones boing Bl Tombck, Lnbarey, Flores aud Timor
iat would involve several sub-maine conncotions? _Yes, of
26, What 5 th distance from Timor to Port Essinglon? - About.thres hundred miles. T
beg to baud in 3 copy of my pampblot on this sujast, whih wil e found to contain more
of tho details. (ke wilness handed in the same. ~ Vide Appendic
21. Have you made any allsion rom 3 Hataua i B tlmwouldbe\cqmred t
construct this line to ssington I ave ; but I would state to the Committee, previous
o mentioning the (ﬂ\cﬂ\uon), um{ led fo do so by looking at the expense of our
present mail stoamor communication; m amount g o largo it dppeared 10 m0 wo could
Bave the Blectric T 1.-mph establi 2 here to Port Essington for a similar annual
0 s 1l imalerise bt v h, and may e very erroncous.
8. By M. I You consider that line preferable % ono from South Australia.to
Taia? Foa oo et vory woll caney an Eletrio Tlagragh from South Austnilia o Tndia,
99, The distance would be too great for a sub-marine line? Yes. The great advantage
4o line by Port. Essington would be, that_with the excoption of o fow small bits.of s e
marine telegraph, to conneet the Bast India islands, thero s dry land all the way from
London to Svdnc) and Melbourne, excepting the Straits of Dover and the Bosphorus. T
Beg fo hand in a rough esimao which T have mado of he oost of anstructing this i from
Sydney to hm Jmnuton (Zhe witness handed.in the s Vide Appendiz B The total
annual cost, y erceive, is £55,000 ; and if that sum were divided between thu four
olonies, it monld bo Somothing moro than £13,000 cach 3 bat of courss it would require to
be proportioned acconling {0 the population and circunstances of exch Calony. At the
sent moment we are paying £22,000 a year for the steam mail communication, and
otorin pays £73,000, the whole cost, including what & paid by the British Government,
Being £190,000 per anmum.
By the Clairma ke it for granted that the Electric Telograph would
ssity of com 1 by means of steamers ? It would not altogether ;
25 postal communication 005, 1t would abmost do ey, with the nesessity

5.

caleulation, to set the cost; of the Bleotrio Telegraph
against the cost of the steamers; because the Telegraph, however beneficial in itsclf, wonld
in no material degree lossen the usofalness of the mail steamers; we should require them
just the samo? T should bo rather disposed to question that
32 Do Lundersand thai you are of opinion that eommunication by fst vesels wouldnot
be particularly nocessary, if we had electric communication ?  Yes; of opinion that,
as fur s mer postal communication is concerned, o should not then B e
o secure such great speed by hcavy subsidy.
33. Do you think the imperfoct messages conveyed by the eleotric wire would answer all the
Burposes of the numerous letoss o rsseise aid seid by the present postal commmnication,
50 45 to throw ws, for our ordinary correspondence, on the sailing ships? I look to see the
‘means of communication by the Blectric Telegraph advance as rapidly as steam pr mnng has
done, so that all matters of any moment will be easily communicated. T consider that until
= 240—D very

31. Tt appears to me to be an un
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3 Thmnpmm very long lines ave established—such, for instance, as this between the Antipodes—the full

power of the Blectric Telegraph will not be brought to light ; its importance will be found
to ingrease with the distance. But to return to your question ;—you would have steamers,

10 Do, 1856- o doubt, bt there would b no necos ity to ey

4 Dhore would b no nesasity to subsdie them?_Justs
a subsidy is necessary now to the existence of a line 80 sheam contvitn
i e e e
cortain s they might no, periaps, b quite 0 sifi ox %o egalar s they wond bo if
subsidised ; but it is scarcely possible to s here is a growing impression in England,
e e
to open competition.
36. My object is to ascertain from o whdhcr, on reflection, you are not of opinion that
the question of communication Elo ’leluﬂ.xph should be considered by itself,
independently of all other means of co)m\\un)cnlmu. Yes, certainly it should. I merely
m this estimto forvard to show hat the st of the Blechio Telograph would . b 20
Lo advantage it would be; that, indeed, it might be less. than we are
B s e rapid communi-
cation of hare facts: now this ean be done more xapidly by the electric wire, and just as
well.
87, Have you made any caleulation at all as to whether the traffic along this line, i
cstabished would e sufiont f pay its curront exponses? 1 had mo means “of doing that,
mor have T so far entered into the question;; though I did com,emph‘tt. communicating with
Major cm tic, the Postmaster Gieneral, and secing what the postal revenue, including
Tndia, was likely to be. I have no doubt that if the Company wero to complete their line
all through from England to Australia, it would be the best paying Company in the world;
I should “think the mnnﬂ would be enormous.
38. Then if you could decide the matter, you would have the Australian Colonies commence
at anco the donsiruction of  ine of Bledtrc Telegraph to Singapore? No, not just yet;
but I think the matter should be considered of seriousl;
89, Have you ever fixed any dato in the futare when you think it should be commenced or
completed? I think in the course of the next three or four years, or say five years, the
Tlectric Telegraph will he cmm..ued as far as Singapore.
40. That is from Burope? Yes. At present it is completed throughout Tndia; and the line
fiom Iondouto Constantinoplo is opleted; and o clbrated Engincor (Ol Stephenson)
has, T belicve, gone to Syria, for the purpose of sceing about the construction of a line of
railvay from Constantinople, through Asia Minor, - ﬂmm the thLy of the Buphrates,
sehich would no doubt e preceded by the Bletric Telegraph. What T thought was, that
U e e oeotneie Gotonies by Blectric Telograph,
should ot altogether lose sight of the: probability, that in.a fow. years the question of its
extellsmn to Europe must be entertained.
41. Tt hardly appears that anything could bo done immediately on the subject? No,
cvcc]pnhng th6 line was continued to Brisbane; then the eventual extension to Port Essington
might be care
42 By Al .vmm-mw»- You would not recommend that it should be commenced before the
Jine o Albury?_Ohmo; T morely intonded that the matter should be undor onsderation
T o T completion of the Tndian lincs as far a5 Singupore,
and also see what the Telograph Company is likely to o
15, By the Clairman: T sny additionsl information’ that might be of value to th Com:
mitteo should ocour o you, porhaps you will be zood enough to add it to your cvidenco?
Availing mysel£ of this permission,  bog to add, tha it would perhaps bo advisable for the
Government to communicate at once with the Mediterranean Bleotric Telegraph Company,
ud it thom {0 ey what thir viows ars s o the comneston with Australia; to-ofler
them a subsidy, or a per-centage on outlay, or any other assistance. I think too that we
should communicate with the authorities in India, as to tho probability of their extending
their lines to Rangoon and Singapore. The Government, of the Netherlands might also be
consulted, as to the extension from Singapore to the town of Batavia, and through Java. to
any of the other Tslands in thoir possession. Further, I may remark, that it would appear,
from o sonversaton hat fook placo i tho Housoof Crmumons, an the 22 May lst, (vhon
Lord Stanley asked if the Indian Government were taking any steps to facilitate the
establishment of the Bleotric Telegraph between England and Tudia, and b wasrelid to
in the affirmative, and that the Indian Government wero taking the most lively interest in
the several schemcs), that we may ook to see-the line between London and Calcutta very.
soon in action.
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% APPENDIX A.
Bleotric Telegraphs and Railioays between Sydney and London not impossible.

Nore i—The suggestions thrown out in the following papers appear to have been lost sight of; at loasts
neither the prsss or the public huvo takon any intrest in tho matter whilt the great American.
scheme, the Pacific Railroad, and t all so feasible, nor yet, perhaps, so_ca
'\ccomp]xchmenl. or 5o likely to be gc]o i

ape. In the hope, thercfore, that a proj
Eastemn world is 5o greatly intexcsted, may be brought more prominenly unde
papers have beeen hurric 'wzl without revi t together. The Fourth Paper brings
the subject up to the pre 2 must bo rogarded as suggestive
G R e e
remote.

PART I.
PRACTICAL.

The contemplated establishment (see late ]mghsh journals) of an overlnd route from
London to Bombay—or at least to the head of the Persian Gulf,—by way of Vienna and Con-
stantm(\plc,—thcnce through Asia Minor, and Syria, and dmm the valley of the Euphrates,
is a project of vast moment to the Australian Colonies;—it is nothing less than the com-
mencement of arrangoments, which may eventually cmmcct the cities of Liondon and Sydney,
by means of the 1 lectric Te legraph, and even by railway.

If one of the minor Presidencies of India, viz. Bombay, is to be connected, as
far as possible, by an overland route, with England, how far more probable is it, that Lahore,
when it shall have become the capital of the British Empire in the East, will also be reached
by a direct overland route rather than by the extraordinary round by sea and land, the
present course.

But an overland route to Tndia is not all that is talked of in the London journals.
Of the extension of the Electric Telegraph to India it is said that thcxe nothing in the
< proposal that does not appear feasible; nor would it be necessary to wait for the Great
< Oriental Railwa that the connection of Great Britain with Indm by no less than
three distinct mex now in contemplation in England, viz. i—by overland route without
railway—by railway—and by Electric Telegraph.

Already it has been dctummcd to connect together, by means of the Telegraph, all
the principal cities of India, v ombay, Agra, Delhi, Laliore, Caleutta, and Rangoon ;
the hncs foz) these connections lmve absolutely heen decided on, and the expense. estimated
at £150,

As the Bleetric Telegraph has been already cxtended from London to Vienna, there
can he little doubt that it will soon reach Constantinople, and that it would then follow the
contemplated overland route to Bombay, or that to Lahore, where it would meet, perhaps, a
line already citabhshed L\no\\uh Dclln and Agra to Calc\\th

line of Blectri d b between
London and Calcutta, that wuhl sllow the possibility of a still further extension to Rangoon
and so through the Birman Empire and Malacea to Singapore, so as to quicken the inter-
course hetween England and the Colonies in the Eastern Archipelago, as well as with China
and Australia. Thus far—that is between London and Si pore— these air drawn Telegraphs
would be confined to dry land, with the exception of the Straits of Dover and the Bosphorus.

When it is considered, that the project for the establishment of an Electric Telegraph
between London and New York, is seriously thought of, although the sea distance is 1,600
miles, and the expense estimated at three millions of dolla 55 the_connection of Si p
with the coast of the Australian continent at Port Hssin, by a_series of sub-marine
Telegraphs, between the line of islands, viz., Sumatra, Java, %mnbm,k, Lumbarra, Flores, and
Timor, would be compc\nm,ely an easy work,* and from sington the eleetric wires

would d t]

casily fin way to Sydney, through the north-western interior, and thus the
great a rapid between England and Australia would be
accomplished.

The most important of all considerations connected with the subject of Australin

es3, is this, of speedy intercourse with the old world. But a matter of far greater
moment, is the consideration of the possibility of railway communication, to 2 gxcmr or
Iesser extent, between the Australian Colonies and Great Britain. Already a railway is in
action between Bombay and Caleutta—and a railway from Calcutta to Lahore has heen com-
menced at Calcutta. Should it ever reach Lahore, who can doubt that it might be extended,
to Europe on the one side, and to Singapore on the other; whence steam to Port I}ssm«wn
would reach a railway from that place across the Australian continent to Sydney and Mel-
bourne ; and the intercourse hetween the Antipodean Citics would be accomplished with
magic clerity.
The g:gnnnc American project, for the continuation of the Railway between New.
York and the Mississippi to California, is a matter seriously thought of. If, therefore, such
an undertaking as that is feasible, and if it would be advantageous to A'mcmcn, even in the
present state of California, how far more desirable would it e to Great Britain, to connect
her imperial caplbal-—Londonfwlth the capital of her Eastern empire—Lahore—and finally
with the capital of the Australian empire—Sydney. What the Rocky Mountains are
Bhons roject, the mountainous country of Kabul (if the live by Lahore
he followed) may prove to the schemes hereby contemplated; but the physical ﬂlﬁcnlnes
uld

*When eased in Gutta Percha, the bottom of the sea is found to be the best xesting place for the
el‘lexcglcwes and 50 t00in traversing desert distriots, the wires can be buried a few feet below tho
surface.
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would bo of far loss consequence, it s feared, than the moral diffcul
and Brifish science and skill, might overcome the
obamclcs nmv bc f‘mmJ f i3 more ungovernabl

ies. British capital,
cal obstacles, but the moral

ntenanco of the stations which
ive, amonast the wild fribes and

a, ﬂuou«hu\\b the
i mn exception, pcx.]\px, of th

great difficulties; and these
s, Still, the commencement,
Ay 2 tork of Railways promised Ly M.
o promise or me completion of these mighty projects for
W uch wo\xhl contribute more to the advancement of
i e world, than 1n)(hmg, which has ]utl\cﬂu been.
Wit all tho dobngs ta were brought under the review of the Buropean
people of Hu i all over the Bast, with them the
England can_nover recede from the positi
she be called upon to suppress piracy in the
—to correct Chinese i i to protect her Australian Colonics,
tics far more valuablo than & thousand steamers. - Supposing even that
e jos hould prevent Great Britain from travelling by rail, or
talking by wire, th\ough Eumpc, it would -be well worth her while to attempt, by a treaty
with Turkey, tho subjection of tho petty castorn naiions which are in the way, and after
steaming to Constantinople or Beyrout, take on the rail to Singapore ; for bosides tho political
advantages that would result to Great Britain from a h her manufactures
of every ¢ soxt, from velvet to lucifer matches, would he pread over that continent to an extent,
which would greatly advance her prosperity, and assist in fwdma her people ab h
m by n\l and viey all the
Delhi, Lalore,
mc, Pesth, Vienna, and
Tikely o bo realised ; but if the aphy
that is now suggested become evident, and
ment of railways between London and Sydney is not
sible, more than that the eleetric wire should, in the course of & few days, reveal to
Sydney all the news of Luropc and Asia.  Alveady New York and Cincinnati arc connected,
¢, deep; and numorous rivers, and lofty mountains. New York and
New Oxle'ms are also connoc-cd and it can never be but that all the great cities of the old
world shortly be connected by the magic Telegraph like those of the New, and then the
extension to Sydney must follow.

3
stantinople, Bl

PART IL
NOTAL.

cticability of csm‘ﬂmunt an Eleetric Telegraph, and even a
s dex ted frdin many pr circumstances—
y in progr a—that Baron
and Oriental sailway and
ides o\c\lm nd routes '0 India—an
time, ﬂre extension af the Tclcﬂi ph and rail to Sing 0re; and to
Colonies, can scarcely be doubted. The ways and means by which ¢
accomplished Lave now to be co

The finance of a scheme which is to connect the antipodes can scarcely be brous
within rule, nor are there any readi 1v accessible data here on which to found caleulat
and even if there were, statements of n nd profit, save of the rudest character, would
be quite out of the question ; i so many contingencies arising from the cir-
cumstance of the lines pussing through (hﬂ'e)cm countries with _different intere s, that all
that can be done is o shadow forth the probable means of bringing about the arrangements
in question.

The Continental Powers will, no doubt, continue the line of rail (which already
extends as far as Vienna) to Coustmmm\plev—]mrun Rothschild will continue th line fwm
Constantinople through Syria, to Al dria—then the British Gra
Oriental Railway Company, would continue the line to Lahore—the lines tluuu"h India are
in the hands of tho Bast Tndia Company, and they, with some 2id perliaps from “tho uo\cm
ment, would continue the line to ugh the Indian pelago, W
£ teaming would be m,uud the thclc~ts of Lumn B

to

e Aus

s pw,eu S

in would lead pclh'\ys to the
combined with the portion of the
wly to Austra but the portion of the work
ney and Melbourne, as it would have the
Teast trafiic. of any ym of the hne, .md 2 ly be the least profitable, calls for extra-
1y to effect it. Still, the raising of a sufficient capital, immense as it must needs
Joes not appear altogother xmpmsﬂ)lc 3 Tt but the real practicability of the project be
ined, and its u hecome gener: i
with Great Britain be made as sure, and easy of accomplishment,
the 2id of an Aladdin’s lamp, to txans; the continent of Aus from the anﬁc to thc
Atlantie, and cvcx} bit of Australia’s waste, Jands—some thousand millions of acres—would be
i, not £1 (the present monopoly price) but £10 or £20, ox more. Were the
British Gmcmmcnf, ther efore—instead of giving it away in bits as it may be demanded by
~the L of the different Colonies devote these. waste lands of the Australian
_ebntinent to mect the outlay required for the Australian portion of the line, any amount of
_capital, under a systom of remission, could, in all probability, be procured. ~Supposc that a.
~company were proposed upon the principle “that for cvery pound sterling of capital invested
therein there should issuc a remission ticket, reccivable by the Colonial Treasurers of an) of.
the

Tine which po
strictly Australi
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the Australian Colonies as payment for waste lands submitted for sale by auction under the
existing Acts of Parliament, then, although doubts might be thrown over the possibility of
obtaining a return for such an immense expenditure as the Telegraph and Railway would
Tequire, yet, as the subseribers would, at the least, receive some equivalent for their money,
in the shape of waste land, there would be no hesitation on the part of English capitalists to
invest in the stock of such a company—it would be purchasing waste land to be rendered
valuable by the very means to which the investment would be applied, over and above the
chances of obtaining eventually a money interest from the Railway and Telegraph. And so
Tong as the auction system was maintained, no confusion or difficulty could, by any possibility
arise. The nearer the Railway connecting the antipodes grew to completion the more
valuable the lands purchased by the remissions would become. It just amounts to this—Is
the continent of Australia worth anything ? 1f it is, why give it away ? Why not apply
it to the making of a portion of this grand Antipodean Highway.

Having thus reviewed the ways and means of carrying it out by piecemeal, it is
worthy of consideration whether the line in its whole extent should not be regarded rather as
a great national work, to be undertaken by the Nation itself, or by a National Company, such
as that by Which India is still in some measure ruled. Tn order to arrive at some notion of
what would be required of such a Company in the way of expenditure, some rude caleulations
Tave been made. Supposing that Vieuna, to which Tailways already extend, were taken as
the starting point, the distance to Sydney would be about twelve thousand miles—then, con-
sidering that the outlay for land (so large an item in the English Railway expense) would be
but trifling in Asia, £10,000 per mile would perhaps be an ample estimate (the Madras line
is estimated at £5,000 only), the total expense, therefore, would, at that rate, be 120 millions
of pounds sterling, just half  the expenditure already incurred for railvays in Great Britain,
viz., 240 millions. Now the expenditure of even the half of such a sum upon this con-
templated antipodean Railway would do more, perhaps, for Great Britain than the expenditure
of the whole 240 millions within her own bounds has effected for her. In the other point
of view, viz., piecemeal, the expense would be greatly reduced ; for, supposing tha railways
were in progress by foreign powers to reach as far as Syria, 0 dnc ve had to start from
Beyrout to avoid the jealousy of the European Nations, the distance from Beyrout or any

other point in Sym to Lahore or Bombay would be about 2,000 nnlcs, then, leaving the
Indian line to the Company, we come to Calcutta, from whence to Singapore is another 2,000
miles, whils the vhsmncc from Port Essington to Sydney may be taken as another 2,000
miles—mak 1 6,000 miles, which, at £10,000 per mile (perhaps this latter could be
done for £5, 000), would be 60 millions, one quarter only of what kas already heen spent in
England. To arrive at any conclusions as to the expense of the Electric Telegraph is not
very possible, but looking roughly at the estimated cost—£150,000—of the network of
Telegraphs which is to overran India, it might, forhaps, take a million of money.

Some new and glorious speculation is mqmred to employ the teeming capital of England.
It could not be more safely invested than in land. Great Britain possesses immense,
unlimited tracts of waste land, only worthless because not readily accessible. Railways would
make them e and_yaluable, and consequently saleable; and the Government, as
trustee for the Nation, would be fully justified in devoting the national waste lands to the
Dringing about of a result which would be strictly National, and productive of the greatest
National benefit. The waste lands—the real, the only true source of wealth*—have been thrown
away, have been given to companies with a view to foster emigration and commerce’; but
if, instead of to such companies, the waste lands were given to railway companies, or, in any
other way applied to railways, the purposes of emigration would be far more eﬂecmally
served, and the commerce of the country would be much more extended.

The greater part of the line has been, for hundreds of years, the principal course of
traffic hetween Burope and Asia, the source of immense profit to the commereial world, and
its extension to Australia would open out new chamnels equally profitable and beneficial.
Extending so centrically, cast and west, through the very heart of Europe, Asia, and
Australia, the line would draw to it, from the north and south, all the commerce, all the
emigration and travelling, and all the powJ business of the Old World.

PART III.
POLITICAL AND SOCIAL.

Of the former papers on this subject, the first touches upon the probabilities and
possibilities ; whilst the second has reference to the ways and means s—the social, and political
considerations have now to be dealt with.

e ocoupation of ‘waste lands by the impoverished but industriously disposed
inhabitants of old countries, must follow upon the introduction of facilities for deportation.
Emigration, therefore, would be one of the great objects of the railway, and one of the
chief sources of profit, and, even supposing that emigration from Great Britain.should, by
the time that the railway was in action, have declined, in consequence of an increase in the
means of employment of her pauper poor, (notwithstanding the addition of a thousand a
day to her population,) still a railway would offer irresistible temptations to the oppressed
and starving populations of Europe and Asia; millions of people would be poured into
Aush-alia~-v. mighty revolution would be effected—Australia would become another America.

t, besides the emigration, the mere amount of travelling that would be created by
e zapid, so snfc, would be immense :—every wealthy inhabitant
of
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of Burope and of America would visit Asia and Australia, and vice versa: artists, lecturers,
actors, authors, missionaries, the enterprising of all trades and professions would be on the
‘move, cither to collect materials for their works, or to submit them to new communities; the
Mahomedan and Pagan religions of the Bast would be eventually swept away; darkness and
ignorance would vanish before the enlightenment and literature of Kurope. But it is vain
to dwell upon what would result from the realization of s\wh a project ; the wildest dreams,
would mot, equal the of nations and peoples that
would he brought about ; a great social revolution would be effected ; the inhabitants of the
old world, from London o Pokin, would he all mingled togethor, and eventually, perhaps,
converted to one religion.

ne of the first additions to the civilization of the Hast (already in progress in India)
would be, besides the construction of the rail, the presence of troops and Furopeans at the
stations ; for throngh many parts of Asia the lines would, perhaps, require the protection of
soldiors, the only ob]ectmn to which would be the expense ; but it is a question, worthy of
reflection, whether it would not be, that the greater the ontl-zy in which Great Britain was
inyolved, the greater would be her prosperity. Her superabundant capital would bear fo ho
reduced by taxation ; it is a fallacy to suppose, that in England taxation affects the poor; it
is only in communities where rich and poor are properly balanced, that taxation presses upon
production. The more of her poor that Great Britain can continue to support artificially the
better ; by artificially, is meant, as soldiers, sailors, and police, or as artizans and workmen.

Although the social advantages which would result from the construction and final
esmbhshmcnc of this means of mcmommmwmon, would be et indeed ; the political

t least, as far as Australia is
concerned ; for, by the aid of Bmlways :md Llech ic Telegraphs, Great Bntam and her Colonies
and dependencies, may he cemented into one nation.  No lr)u"c\ would arise the necessity for
separate legislatures—no longer would there be the striving to reconcile the 'mamaly of
Responsible Government with Imperial control. But Australt a, divided into ﬂmu provinces,
could send her members to Parliament, and, by the aid of the Telegraph, the minutest

and details, and of public opinion, could be backwards and
forwards. The reports of parliamentary doings in Londen could be pnblxshed in Sydney in
less time than it took, thirty years ago, for them to reach Liverpool or Bristol. The speed,
however, with which intelligence could be conveyed between Sydney and London by th
Telegraph, must remain, until tried, a matter of surmise merely, because there might be
interruptions to onc continuons shook, which it is impossible o foresee ; but, without such
hindrance, a second, or a fraction of a second, would sufice to convey signs between the
Antipodes. The journey of a Member of Parliament from Sydney to London, would be less
hazardous, and ocoupy less time, than a journey from Edinburgl in former times mdeed
by the aid of the rail, Sydney would be brought as near to London as Canada now i
the rate of 50 miles an hour, the (13,000) thlrheeu thousand miles would take 10 days ; but
allowing for the bits of steaming, and the necessity, perhaps, of rest for the travellers—the
joumney might take some 20 days, more or less; a period suffciently brief to warrant the
belief that the Australian Colonies may become, according to the views of the late Sir
Robert Peel, as much a part and pareel of the British l‘}mpire as'if they were so many
additional counties mercly. For suppose that it were possible to add to the superficies of
England ;—suppose there were some great upheaving of land above the level of the ocean,—
then, although the social fabric would have to be created, there would be no thought of
giving to this new land a separate Legislature ang

The philanthropy and nationality of the whole of the British people may well be
enlisted in such a cause as this, which would not only cement them in one grand political
union, distribute manufactures and ray material, and the supplies of food, but would equalize
and spread over the available waste lands of the Pacific, the too crowded population of the
01d World, benefiting, to an almost unimaginable extent, those pent-up sections of the human
fa\mly, who only require the means to enable them to escape from the most intense
wretchedness.

However uwplan these suggestions for telegraph and rmlway msy sppear o some
readers, it will be found, on 0
realized, this is nothing more than a daring proposition, which, sooner or Tater. ill s
a fact ;—just a5 a railyay between London and Pekin vill become a fact, and a hundred
other rs,ll\vay intercommunications not now dreamed of.

Tt has oftentimes, in the prosent day, heon suggested, that the spread of the Anglo-
Saxon race over the whole world is one of the means devised by the great Spirit of the
Universe, to bring about that progressive amelioration to which mankind is evidently
subjected, and without which man’s endowment of reason would be useless. This scheme,
therefore, for a highway of the greatest possible extent, which the position of the dry land
of the earth will admit of, may be considered an important step towards the accomplishment
of one of the supposed decrees of the Creator— And the sixth angel poured out his vial on
“ the great river Euphrates, and the water thereof was dried up, that the way of the Kings
“ of the Fast might be prepared.” Unless these provinces become the United States of
Australia, there are fow in this Colony who may not live to see Queen Victoria a visitor to
the Governor General of all the Australias ; few who may not see the British Association
holding its sittings in Sydney ; whilst Jenny Linds, and other prcdlgxes, would be as familiar
o thegSydn«yms as to the Londoners.

Sydney, Oct. 23, 1852.
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PART IV.
PRESENT STATE, 1854.

The laying down of the sub-marine Telegraph from Spe:

to the Island of Corsica—an event of
v — Letter. from Cape Corso, July 25th.
We are-glad to observe that the Electric Telegraph betwixt Bombay and Caleutta is at present
in good working order.—Bengal Hurkaru, August 200h.

The Electric Telegraph between Agra and Calcutta, 800 miles in length, is completed.

Almost before we have learned to regard the idea of a-magnetic intercoutse betwixt England and
India, os anything better than chimerical, there seems something like a probability of its being actually
xealized.—Agra Messenger, August 26th.

It is impossible to read the above quotations without coming to the conclusion that
the time is not far distant, when, by the aid of the Electric Telegraph, a few days may
serye for communication hetween Sydney and the great citics of Burope.  When, some two
years ago, the views on this subject were laid before the public, and it was shewn that the

ish of a Telegraphic i between Sydney and London was not only feasible
but probable, that it might be looked upon as a thing to be, there was little prospect that
such rapid advances would have been made in so sl
Now, however, that the line between France and Aftica has been partly lai L down, its exten-
sion to Alexandria cannot be doubted, and then, as the line between Bombay and Calcutta is
already in action, it is unlikely that any obstacles whatover will be permitted to interfere with
the ultimate completion of the connection between Bombay and Alexandria. Already three
cligible lines have been proposed by a Mr. Adley for connceting Bombay and Alexandria,
and the expense of each calculated, so that the Telegraphic intercourse between London and
Caleutta is a matter which all the English newspapers look upon as almost accomplished.
Can it be doubted, then, that Singapore, which is becoming one of the most important cities
of the world, will be left out of ‘the magic line, when the means which it would afford of
rapid communication with China and the Pacific Islands is considered, and, as a matter of
still greater i the means of ication with the great and growing Australian
Colonies? Whenever the Telegraph reaches Singapore, its extension to Sydney must follow.
The chain of islands from Sumatra to Timor offer sufficient facilitics; the sub-marine arrange-
ments required to connect the different islands present very short distances—the greatest
will be between Timor and Port Essington ; indeed this will be the longest sub-marine bit
in the whole line.  From Port Essington through the western interior of Australia, the
wires could be buried, and so require bus little attention.

Tt is a mistake to suppose that the Blectric Telegraph is snited to short distances
only,—quite a mistake ; the importance and utility of the Llectric Telegraph must evidently
increase with the distance, and ere long the transmission of letters by post between the
antipodes must cease ; no one will care fo be writing a letter which it will Tequire five or six
months to get an answer to, when it could be obtained in a few days or howrs; the trans-
mission of cart-loads of newspapers backwards and forwards would cease, and the contents of
the Zimes would be made known in Sydney in two or three days, instead of two or three
months ; so that eventually, perhaps, the Australian Post Office departments may be entirely
set aside to make way for Blectric Telegraph departments,

That the merchants of Sydney, Singapore, and London, should be any longer content.
with the present bungling, d-about mode of ication, i ing,—if
there were any ins able obstacle i then the present
system might be tolerated ; but as the establishment of a line of Electric Telegraphs is
merely a mater of expense, and the exisiing expense of Mail Steamers is- enormous,—far
greator, perhaps, than the Telegraph would he,—so there appears to be 1o great obstacle but
the want of energy to the carrying out of this glorious project, which is again brought under
notice, because it is always desirable to keep in view all great prospective benefits, so that
we may avail ourselves of every turn and advantage towards the accomplishment of that,
which, although inevitable, may be more or less advanced in proportion to the enthusiasm
with which it may be received, and the agitation which is brought to bear upon it.

really

APPENDIX B.

ConstrucTioN (Cost oF). £
Survey from Sydney to Port Essington, 1,800 miles, at £5 per mile ... 10,000
Telograph Wires, 1,800 miles, at £50 per mile ... 90,000

Stations at every 30 miles, 60 at £500 cach - 30,000

Total ... .. ... £130,000

Anvuar Cost. £

Interost on original outlay of £180,000, at 5 per cent 6,500
Conductors at each Station, 60, at £500 per annum. 12,000
Men (at each Station 5), 800, at £50 each per annum 15,000
Rations for 6 men at each Stasion, 360, at £40 cach 14,400
Horses (2 at each Station) 120, at £50 each 6,000
Contingencies ve. o e e 1,100

Total ... s . £55,000

THURSDAT
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